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OPIOID BILLS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the action the House 
is taking this week to combat the cri-
sis of opioid abuse. 

As a registered nurse, I have seen the 
grim reality of the addiction from all 
sides. I have witnessed its grip on fami-
lies—the way it slowly steals the life 
behind its victims’ eyes and how what 
was thought to be a quick fix can eas-
ily spiral into a deadly experience. 

We all know that addiction is an 
equal opportunity destroyer of poten-
tial. It does not care about your race, 
gender, income, or political party. 
Therefore, the solutions that we offer 
in Congress must also reach across ar-
tificial boundaries to help all who are 
touched by this epidemic to get back 
on their feet. 

I am proud that, all told, the House 
will take up 18 bills this week that are 
aimed at combating opioid abuse. 
Among these solutions is a bill cre-
ating an interagency task force to en-
sure healthcare professionals have up- 
to-date guidelines and best practices 
for treating patients with acute and 
chronic pain. This is critically impor-
tant as 17 percent of opioid users today 
get their highs from medications that 
are legally prescribed to them by a 
doctor. 

The House also passed legislation 
that makes it safer for veterans to seek 
pain management care. Specifically, 
the bill would require the VA employ-
ees who prescribe opioids to receive 
education and training on pain man-
agement while also calling for a gov-
ernment watchdog report on the VA 
opioid use and treatment. 

Importantly, for me as a nurse, Con-
gress has additionally taken steps to 
protect newborns from the exposure to 
addictive opioid drugs while in the 
womb. This includes legislation to au-
thorize residential treatment grant 
programs for pregnant and postpartum 
women who have substance abuse prob-
lems, as well as a bill calling for a gov-
ernment study on the prevalence of 
neonatal abstinence syndrome and of-
fering recommendations to improve ac-
cess to treatment. 
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While these bills offer an important 
starting point, Congress cannot single-
handedly legislate away the threat of 
opioid abuse. It takes willing partners 
in our community to help raise aware-
ness and intervene before addiction 
sets in. 

I was reminded of this recently when 
I visited and met with the Smith Coun-
ty Anti-Drug Coalition back in my dis-
trict. This organization is going into 
schools to arm young people with the 
facts about drug abuse. They are pro-
viding drop boxes in the public spaces 
so citizens can safely dispose of unused 
medication, and they are working with 
law enforcement to ensure that their 

efforts are as effective as possible. We 
can never underestimate the impor-
tance of nonprofits and volunteer-sup-
ported organizations like this. 

Mr. Speaker, opioid addicts are not 
bad people trying to be good. They are 
sick people trying to get well. When we 
come together with an eye on the solu-
tion and an emphasis on personal re-
sponsibility, we can find victory over 
this preventable disease and help those 
who are hurting to reassemble their 
lives and regain their pursuit of the 
American Dream. 
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HOUSTON FLOODING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I and a host of colleagues find our-
selves on a mission of mercy. This is a 
mission of mercy, Mr. Speaker, for peo-
ple who are suffering in Houston, 
Texas, and the surrounding area. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Con-
gressman GENE GREEN, the original co-
sponsor of H.R. 5025, the 2016 Tax Day 
Floods Supplemental Funding Act. I 
want to thank Congressman JOHN CUL-
BERSON for being the first person to 
sign on, such that the bill has become 
bipartisan. It is a bipartisan piece of 
legislation. 

I want to talk about suffering today, 
Mr. Speaker, because a good many peo-
ple in Houston, Texas, are suffering for 
a multiplicity of reasons. I will share 
just a few. 

Before I do this, I want to remind 
friends and colleagues that tonight, 
after the Republican hour and the 
Democratic hour, my colleagues and I 
will take to the floor to say much more 
about what is happening in Houston, 
Texas. 

For now, I want to mention the suf-
fering, because suffering can teach us 
that which we can learn no other way. 
Some things bear repeating. Suffering 
and pain can teach us that which we 
can learn no other way. It is one thing 
to sympathize and to say, ‘‘There but 
for the grace of God go I’’ and under-
stand that there is suffering associated 
with that statement, but it is another 
thing to empathize because you had 
the experience associated with the suf-
fering that goes along with the state-
ment, ‘‘There but for the grace of God 
go I.’’ 

So in Houston, Texas, a good many 
people are suffering because they have 
had their homes flooded not once, but 
twice—some even more. They are suf-
fering because some of them were just 
getting back into their homes, and 
their homes were flooded again. They 
are suffering because they have lost 
their means of transportation, the abil-
ity to get to work, to sustain the liveli-
hood that causes them to have the abil-
ity to take care of themselves and 
their families. 

There is suffering in Houston, Texas. 
They are suffering because they don’t 
know what the future holds. They don’t 

know what next year will bring or next 
month will bring because these 100- 
year floods are happening quite regu-
larly in Houston, Texas. So they are 
suffering in Houston. 

I want my colleagues and my friends 
to know, Mr. Speaker, that this suf-
fering is something that we can miti-
gate. We may not be able to eliminate 
it totally, completely, and absolutely. 
No one can stop all of the flooding all 
of the time, but there are projects that 
have been authorized that we are cur-
rently funding on a piecemeal basis. 
There are projects that, if completed, 
Mr. Speaker, would mitigate the flood-
ing. We have a piecemeal approach to a 
problem that requires a wholesale solu-
tion. There is suffering, and we could 
eliminate much of this suffering. That 
which we cannot eliminate, we can 
mitigate. 

The suffering I have called to your 
attention thus far, Mr. Speaker, in-
volves property, real and personal. But 
I also want to mention the ultimate 
pain that is being endured by a good 
many in Houston, and that is losing 
someone whom you love to cir-
cumstances that could have possibly 
been eliminated. 

Eight lives, possibly nine—I am told 
that there may be another—eight lives 
were lost, Mr. Speaker. Eight people 
lost their lives to flooding in Houston, 
Texas, in the tax day flood, so-called 
because it occurred on the last day to 
pay your taxes. Eight lives were lost. 
The family members of these persons 
who lost their lives are suffering in 
Houston, Texas. 

So I come to the floor with an appeal 
to my colleagues. We ask that you 
kindly give consideration to H.R. 5025, 
the 2016 Tax Day Floods Supplemental 
Funding Act, that has now some 60 co-
sponsors. But it is more than a bill, Mr. 
Speaker. It is an opportunity to elimi-
nate suffering in Houston, Texas. 

I will close with this. I mentioned 
that suffering can teach us that which 
we can learn no other way. One of the 
things that I have learned is that, when 
a storm hits the East Coast and people 
are suffering, as a Member of Congress, 
I have to be there for them. When we 
have the tornadic activities and people 
suffer, I have to be there for them. Mr. 
Speaker, I want people to remember 
that suffering will teach you that 
which you can learn no other way. 

God bless you, and God bless our 
great country. 
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TENNESSEE RADIO HALL OF FAME 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor this year’s induct-
ees to the Tennessee Radio Hall of 
Fame. 

Tennessee has a long history in the 
radio broadcast industry, dating back 
to the early 1920s. It has since grown to 
nearly 450 stations which, collectively, 
reach almost 7 million people. 
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